
 

  
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Newsletter 
·  The 2010 First Annual Around Lake Michigan  

 
Attending the ride were Kellie Becket, John 
Bercaw, Harlen Chapman, Judy Chapman, John 
Conley, Jim Copas, Jim Cromwell, Eddie Cullins, 
Bob Didrickson, Mark Frueh, Doug Hartman, Lee 
Lasseigne, Stephanie Stewart, Tracy Stewart, Jim 
Thevenot and Chris Tracy.  
 
While standing around Fox Valley Cycles waiting 
for everyone to arrive, someone noticed a puddle 
under Doug Hartman’s bike. It wasn’t a Harley, 
so it looked out of place. Turns out, his Gold 
Wing was leaking coolant, and Jim Cromwell, our 
faithful and handy mechanic, got to do some uncompensated work before we even got out of the parking lot. 
Doug does understand the value of location when staging a mechanical breakdown. The ride around the 
southern portion of the lake and up until Grand Rapids was overcast, fast and not especially scenic. It 
became somewhat more scenic, sunny and exciting after that. Departing one of the fuel stops, Eddie, our 
fearless leader, checked for traffic before departing from an intersection. As he began a turn to the right, 
John Conley started to follow while checking traffic to the left. Suddenly, a car in the far lane swerved into 
Eddie’s forcing him to make a quick stop. John, still looking left, hit the back of Eddie’s Gold Wing. 
Neither bike fell over, despite a flurry of flailing arms and legs. A quick stop down the road determined that 
John had hit the cooler on the rear of Eddie’s bike. All was well—except for the harassment John suffered 
the remainder of the trip and the acquisition of a new nickname.  
 
The first night was spent at a Motel 6 on the Lake Shore in Traverse City, Michigan. Rumor has it that 
tomfoolery took place that night, and Chris has photos. But that’s just a rumor.  
 
Day two dawned overcast and cooler. Intermittent views of the lake, created with differing shades of blues 
and grays fading off into the distance, might have summoned the artist in all of us had we been able to find 
a place big enough to park fourteen bikes along the road.  
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Shortly before entering the Tunnel of Trees, Eddie made a minor detour to find a spot where we could stop 
and don our rain gear. Stephanie and Tracy mentioned to Eddie that it was their first time to ride in the rain. 
They couldn’t have picked a better time, as the Tunnel of Trees offered endless twisting, gravel strewn, 
rain-slick turns and a chance to refine their motorcycle handling skills. ��� �  
 
Legs Inn, at the end of the tunnel, gave us a welcome break. It is a Polish restaurant and one of the answers 
in this year’s Participation Challenge contest (as is the Tunnel of Trees).  
 
Crossing the Mackinac Bridge, provided another exciting experience, especially for a bunch of 
Midwesterners not accustomed to seeing big bridges and a lot of water. We spent the rest of the day making 
our way around the Upper Peninsula (dodging rain showers and not dodging rain showers—donning rain 
gear and not donning rain gear ��� � ). After hours in the saddle and long after the drone of the engines and the 
wind fluttering through our helmets had become monotonous background noise, we all wished for an end to 
the ride. End it finally did in Marinette, Wisconsin, and the Comfort Inn (much nicer than the Motel 6) for 
the evening.  
 
After some discussion, we opted for a sane departure time the next morning and, after some more 
discussion—or maybe Eddie only discussed it with himself—we decided to skip the side trip to Two Rivers, 
Wisconsin, and to head home without delay.  
 
The ride home was fast but monotonous until around Rockford when this year’s jinx struck again. As we 
exited onto I-39 (part of the group continued on I-90), I could see two bikes behind me. Jim and Chris were 
immediately behind me. Harlen and Judy were about a quarter mile behind them. As we rounded the curve 
onto the ramp, Mark Frueh, now leading the ride, pulled off onto the shoulder. We all followed. Belatedly 
realizing my radio was off, I turned it on to hear Harlen saying something about having AMA towing 
insurance, and he would wait for them. Harlen had suffered a blowout of the rear tire on his Gold Wing, but 
managed to make a safe stop on the shoulder. Mark and Kellie made their way back and stayed with Judy 
and Harlen until the tow truck came. Honda Motorcycles of Rockford did not have the tire needed and 
would not have it until the next day. Harlen’s daughter was summoned, thus sparing them another night in a 
motel.  
 
The rest of us continued home with no more traumas. It was a delightful adventure in a world of everyday 
jobs and cares and problems.  
 
Kudos to Eddie Cullins, Jim Crowwell, Mark Frueh and Kellie Becket for making this ride work and for 
making life easier for the rest of us. 
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President’s Message 

Calendar 
 
Roving Dinner August 18 6:30PM Kellie Becket’s, 29W565 Butterfield Rd, Warrenville, Illinois 
 
3rd Saturday Ride August 21 8:00AM Chanute Air Force Museum, Rantoul, IL, POC: Jim Thevenot- meet at FVC 
 
Dinner August 25 6:30PM Bridge Street Café, 213 S Bridge St, Yorkville, IL, (630) 553-9230 
 
Dinner September 1 6:30PM Larry’s Diner, 24522 W Lockport St, Plainfield, IL, (815) 436-3055 
 
1st Sunday Ride September 5 TBD Springfield Mile, meet at Silver Dollars Restaurant, Rt 47 & Rt 71, 
   Yorkville, IL, 9:00AM for breakfast-depart 10:00AM POC: Eddie Cullins 
 
Labor Day September 6 — — 
 
Roving Dinner September 8 6:30PM Sandwich Fair, FVC booth at fairgrounds—watch email for details 
 
Sandwich Fair Sept 8-12 — Fairgrounds in Sandwich 
 
Meeting Sept 15 6:00PM Meeting at FVC—dinner at Grandma’s Table, Montgomery, to follow. 
 
3rd Saturday Ride Sept 18 7:00AM Chicago Lake View Ride POC: Mark Freuh, meet at FVC 
 
Dinner Sept 22 6:30PM Bridge Street Café, 213 S Bridge St, Yorkville, IL, (630) 553-9230 
 
Rescheduled Ride Sept 25 8:00AM Galena, Illinois, POC: Mark Frueh, meet at FVC 
 
Dinner Sept 29 6:30PM Diamonds, 3000 Plainfield Road, Joliet, IL (815) 436-1070 
 
1st Sunday Ride October 3 8:00AM Holy Hill, Wisconsin—canceled  
 
Dinner October 6 6:30PM Larry’s Diner, 24522 W Lockport St, Plainfield, IL, (815) 436-3055 
 

I have heard a few of our members say that our club has enjoyed a banner year to date this year as it relates to our ride schedule and 
member participation...many thanks to those planning and leading the rides.  History has been made on the "Around The Lake" ride this 
year and membership and participation are definitely moving the right direction.  We still have several great ride opportunities scheduled 
and I hope that we each get involved to the extent that we can.  Enjoy the season...that's the reason! 
 
and remember... 
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